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T his chap ter is an eye opener for any of our athe is tic friends. For once in
their en tire life they can see Je sus is n’t a re li gion. What He was de scrib -
ing in this chap ter is n’t meant to be in a build ing. For He starts, “Blessed 

are the poor in spirit.” Je sus be gins to ex pose and let us un der stand that there
are dif fer ent rules com pared to the re li gion that ex isted in that par tic u lar day and 
time. In fact He says over six times, “You’ve heard that it was said . . . But I say
to you . . .” Over and over again. “Un less your righ teous ness sur passes that of
the re li gious group, you are not go ing to make it.” Then at the end of the chap -
ter, “I want you to be whole. I want you to be com plete just like your Fa ther in
heaven.” And so there is a whole dif fer ent con cept of what re li gion is from who
Je sus is. I can see an athe ist rac ing through his mind, “Well, this is n’t the re li gion 
I’ve heard about. This is n’t the gos pel I heard. I heard you just have to put on
things, etc.” I read these scrip tures my self way back when. I was n’t an athe ist
but I do re mem ber read ing this and say ing to my self, “Wow, this is not what I’ve
been taught in Sunday School.” It was n’t un til I heard the par a ble of the Lost
Sheep that I un der stood the love of God be hind what Je sus was teach ing in
chap ter five, the Ser mon on the Mount, one of the most fa mous ser mons of all
time with out equal. But when I looked closely at the par a ble of the Lost Sheep,
then I be gan to un der stand how much God loved me! Up un til that time most
Amer i cans said that the ma jor ity rules and in de moc racy if the ninety-nine vote
yes and you vote no, too bad. 

How ever in the King dom of God He is con cerned about YOU. It does n’t
re ally mat ter what the ninety-nine think or not think. Je sus is con cerned for you.
And we be gin to un der stand the love of God and then when we give our heart to
the Lord as in John 3:16 where it says, “God so loved the world that He gave His 
only be got ten Son that who ever be lieved on Him would not per ish ever. They
will have eter nal life.” When we give our hearts to the Lord then He ac tu ally,
through the Holy Spirit, em braces us with His love. Now it is no lon ger an in tel -
lec tual un der stand ing but it is some thing we know in the Spirit and our heart.
Wow. That’s how I would like to come to the Lord, know ing my Lord and Sav -
ior. Is n’t He good?

Af ter this, I can hear Him say ing, “By the way, you are pray ing in cor -
rectly. By the way this is n’t how you should pray ei ther!” We’ve heard re li gious
prayers. Quite hon estly I like some of them. I love prayers put to mu sic but it is -
n’t what our Lord is talk ing about in chap ter six.

Matthew 6  1“Be ware of prac tic ing your righ teous ness be fore men to be
no ticed by them; oth er wise you have no re ward with your Fa ther who is
in heaven.”
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I can just see the un saved read ing that, “Yeah that’s for sure.”

2 “So when you give alms, do not sound a trum pet be fore you, as the hyp -
o crites do in the syn a gogues and in the streets, that they may be hon ored
by men. Truly I say to you, they have their re ward in full (rec og ni tion).”

That’s it. That’s all they are go ing to get. Is that what you or I want? No. I
can see the athe ist read ing this and think ing, “That sounds like re li gion to me!”
But Je sus says:

“You are go ing to be dif fer ent in the King dom. This thing that I’m call ing
you into is go ing to be dif fer ent. When you give alms, when you give your
of fer ings do not let your left hand know what your right hand is do ing.”

In other words, it does n’t mat ter who does and who does n’t know.

4 “ . . . that your alms may be in se cret and your Fa ther who sees you in se -
cret will re pay you.”

Amen. That’s what He says about giv ing. And then:

5 “And when you pray, you shall not be like the hyp o crites. For they love
to pray stand ing in the syn a gogues and on the cor ners of the streets, that
they may be seen by men. As sur edly, I say to you, they have their re -
ward.”

That’s rec og ni tion by who ever sees them. But there is some thing more
that God wants from us in our prayers. He wants it to be real. Prayer is n’t a state -
ment of your faith. It is n’t a state ment of any thing. It is a con ver sa tion you have
be tween you and God! I heard it said once, “I would rather pray for a peo ple
who know how to pray than a peo ple who know how to teach.” I thought,
“Wow.” There is some thing wrong with that state ment be cause you don’t teach
with out pray ing! Prayer is a two way street. You talk to God and God talks to
you. That’s the pro phetic na ture of prayer. You have no busi ness teach ing un less 
you are in prayer be fore, dur ing and af ter. Your life should be given to prayer.
Don’t tell me you can teach with out that in place. But when you pray, things
hap pen.

6 “But you, when you pray (don’t be like the hyp o crites), go into your
room, and when you have shut your door, pray to your Fa ther who is in
the se cret place; and your Fa ther who sees in se cret will re ward you
openly.”

The idea is that your faith is some thing pri vate to you. I re mem ber Pres i -
dent Nixon al ways say ing that he was born-again but his faith was a pri vate
faith. He was a Quaker so that meant some thing to him. How ever in ac tu al ity
there is much more go ing on in our prayers to God. When we have a con ver sa -
tion with God it is im pos si ble to hide it. You are who you are by the grace of
God. You are not go ing to be able to hide it. Your Fa ther sees what is go ing on
and He is go ing to bless you. 
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How We Ought to Pray
Here’s one that ev ery one seems to have for got ten in some de nom i na -

tions:

Mat thew 6  7 “And when you pray, do not use vain (mean ing less) rep e ti -
tions as the hea then do. For they think that they will be heard for their
many words.”

I’ve heard peo ple speak in Tongues the same line over and over again.
Well, be more cre ative. Let your words be mean ing ful to the Lord even your
words in Tongues. It is n’t meant to be rep e ti tious. It is a con ver sa tion you are
hav ing. Of ten times when I wake up in the night and I’m pray ing in Tongues, I
ask the Lord to let me know who I am pray ing for or what’s go ing on here.
Some times I get an an swer. Some times He says, “Well, I’m go ing to use you as
the Gen eral to night. You are giv ing the or ders.” Whoa. I like that!

Other times He says He wants me to pray in Tongues but He wants me to
pray for those who are sick from can cer or those who have lost their loved ones.
I can feel they are re ally hurt ing. It’s a dif fer ent lan guage from a Gen eral giv ing
or ders. A very dif fer ent di a logue hap pens for the sick. I will speak and pray in
Tongues and I will speak and pray in Eng lish as well. 

8 “There fore do not be like them. For your Fa ther knows the things you
have need of be fore you ask Him. In this man ner, there fore, pray. . .

Now we could think in stinc tively, “If there is a God in heaven should n’t
He al ready know what is go ing on?” I think the athe ists would ask that ques tion. 
If God is in heaven and He al ready knows, why are you pray ing? That’s a good
ques tion. How are you pray ing? It should be dif fer ent from what the world does. 
So here Je sus be gins to in tro duce to the world the Lord’s Prayer which has been
said over and over and over again. But it is n’t about the words it is about the
mean ing be hind the words that Je sus is try ing to get to. We don’t con demn peo -
ple for say ing the Lord’s prayer but we know it is the mean ing be hind the words
that’s more im por tant than the words them selves.

So re cently when a woman passed out in one of the Trump ral lies, ev ery -
body stopped and the Pres i dent gave about five or more min utes to al low the
peo ple around her to min is ter to her need. They have EMT’s al ready on the
scene. With thou sands of peo ple gath ered the odds are great that some one is go -
ing to faint. The peo ple stand ing there don’t get food or wa ter while they are
there for two or more hours. She fainted and ev ery one started to sing “Amaz ing
Grace” and said the Lord’s Prayer. It is a stan dard, a base to fall back on of what
peo ple deem Chris tian ity to be, the grace of God and the Lord’s Prayer. 

Therefore it is log i cal that we should want to know what that prayer is all
about. 
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De fin ing God . God is in Heaven
Mat thew 6  9 “Pray then this way . . . (Not the other way of just rep e ti tious 
words) . . .  ‘Our Fa ther who art in heaven;’ ”

Now our Fa ther God is in heaven. So we are de clar ing He is in heaven.
We know He is om ni pres ent. We aren’t just say ing He is in heaven. We al ready
know He is ev ery where. But there is some thing about His be ing in heaven, the
cre ation of the heav ens, that we look to. We see the very na ture of God. Ev ery -
thing there is in or der, ev ery thing is in its place where it is sup posed to be in
heaven, not so here on earth. There is evil on the earth, real evil on the earth. I
was shar ing ear lier this morn ing that some one fell down on my side walk years
ago. They got a bump on their head so they went and got a CT scan. They found
that their skull had been frac tured years be fore this fall. The woman did n’t even
re mem ber it! She was in an abu sive re la tion ship and she did n’t even know it had 
hap pened. I thought how evil the in tent of the en emy was. How evil it is when he 
co mes to us even when we don’t know; we can not an tic i pate what he might be
go ing to do next. However we know that the Lord pro tects us and guards us with 
His an gels. Don’t we? Yes. 

He’ll leave the ninety-nine just for you and pro tect you. Amen. Next time
you have a bad dream get up and pray. Get up and shake it off and say, “This is
not God. This is the en emy. This is a night mare from hell and I’m not go ing to
have any thing to do with it. Lord, help me fo cus back on re al ity.” Ask Him for
some one to pray for. That’s al ways a good start. Ask Him what He wants in your 
life, what He is go ing to bless you with to mor row. Shake the en emy off and his
schemes and throw him away! He does n’t be long to you nor you to him. 

Hal lowed be Your Name
Mat thew 6  9 “Our Fa ther who is in heaven. (Wow. Like no other god
who is on the earth, our God is in heaven!)” Hal lowed be Thy name.”

That is how holy is Your name, how to tally full of righ teous ness is Your
name. We spoke about His name in many of the songs we sang this very morn -
ing. How with out equal and to tally righ teous is His name! There is no name like
our Lord Je sus Christ’s. He is called King of Kings and King of Kings, Won der -
ful, Mighty Coun selor. Keep go ing. The Bright Morn ing Star. Hal lowed be Thy
name. Holy are You. Not some thing to be tram pled on. Not some thing to use as
a curse word. Shake it off. Throw it away. If you ever find your self curs ing, say
ten times some thing that is dif fer ent from what you just spoke, like “Holy mack -
erel . . .” What ever you want to say, but don’t curse the Lord Je sus.

The Gov ern ment is on His Shoul ders
Mat thew 6  10 “Your King dom come, Your will be done on earth just like it 
is in heaven.”
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Re mem ber we started with “our God who dwells in heaven.” Here it goes 
right back to that theme, “Your King dom come.” Well wait a min ute. What is a
king dom? We don’t know what king doms are in to day’s world. Two or three
hun dred years ago ev ery body knew what they were, a gov ern ment of the king. It 
was the prop erty that he owned. It was a ter ri tory and a peo ple that were un der
his con trol, his gov ern ment and rules. The King dom of God is un der One King,
King Je sus. He does n’t have any other pas tors that rule. No priests or
arch-bishop, no pope, no body. There is only One King in the King dom of God. 

Here’s a good one for both Dem o crats and Re pub li cans, Lib er tar i ans,
Lib er als and In de pend ents, “By the way, the gov ern ment is on His shoul ders!”
Is n’t that a re lief?! Now we can watch the news with out be ing up set, know ing
that gov ern ment is on His shoul ders. Ul ti mately He is the one in charge of the
earth, not the gov ern ments that we look to. Ul ti mately He is the one that says
Yes or No. He has the last veto NOT the Sen ate, not the Vice Pres i dent or the
Pres i dent or even the Su preme Court. Je sus. The gov ern ment is on His shoul -
ders. His King dom, by the way, per fect as it is in space out there, is go ing to hap -
pen here on this earth! Our prayer is, “Your will be done. Your pur poses, Your
de sire, Your in tent, be done. Your heart be ex pressed, be done here in my life, on
this earth, in this gov ern ment, in this na tion just like it is in heaven!” 

That is our prayer ev ery day. If things are go ing well, it is still our prayer.
If things are go ing bad, it is still our prayer. Yes. Did some one just die in your
fam ily? It is still true. The Gov ern ment is on His shoul ders. He is still King of
Kings and King of Kings. If the pol i ti cian you voted for did n’t win, the gov ern -
ment is still on His shoul ders. Still pray, “YOUR will be done on this earth, this
state, this county, this town, this re gion just like it is in heaven.” The will, the in -
tent and the pur poses of God the Fa ther is pre-em i nent. Pre-em i nence takes
over, to tally can not be in fringed upon, does n’t mat ter if it is in our coun try’s
Con sti tu tion or not, first amend ment, sec ond amend ment. The will, the in tent
and pur poses of God can not be changed. You can not change God! You can not
change Him. You can not change His heart from be ing for you, and will al ways
be for you.

Who You Are . Our Daily Bread
Then a shift hap pens as we are talk ing about God. This prayer is also

about who you are, about how you re late to so ci ety, how you are in your ma te -
rial wealth, your men tal health as well. I think this par tic u lar verse has less to do
with gro cer ies or pay ing your bills as it does with your soul life. You need some -
thing in you, to bring life to you. What brings life to you in the nat u ral is bread.
What brings life to you in the spirit is spir i tual bread. He says,

Mat thew 6  11 “Give us this day our daily bread.”
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Our Pro vi sion
We don’t have to worry much about this but we still pray, “Let Your pro -

vi sion be for us.” That’s what this is talk ing about, pro vi sion! The pro vi sion that 
I need is more than bread. Je sus says to His dis ci ples, “Bread? Are you guys still
talk ing about food?” I need some thing from my heav enly Fa ther. Lord, give us
this day our daily bread, our pro vi sion. Lord, I need more in my life than just
pro vi sion in money and fi nances, or food, shel ter and clothes. I NEED YOU
pro vid ing for me! A spark to go to work to mor row! If you pray this prayer He is
go ing to give you that spark to get up to mor row. 

There are days I get up and say, “Well?” And zoom, He gives me the
spark. He gives me about five dif fer ent things that need to be done this week and 
wants to know which one I want to tackle first. I ask Him what I should do first.
Al most al ways the an swer is to go love my wife. “Give her a kiss this morn ing.
Don’t just say ‘Good morn ing, honey.’ Or how about call ing up your sis ter and
en cour ag ing her. How about. . .” 

When out shop ping and fill ing out the credit card, ev ery one is look ing
down now a days. Be fore this time when hav ing a trans ac tion, we would look at
peo ple! Now we are wait ing for the trans ac tion to say, “Re move your card.” Be -
fore I would look at the sales clerk but now I am forced to look at this mon i tor.
You know what? I’m go ing to break these rules! “Hi. Boy it’s great out there to -
day!” What am I re ally say ing? “I have the joy of the Lord; do you want some?”
Then a big smile co mes on the gals face. Why? Be cause no body else does that
any more. Ev ery one is wait ing for the com ple tion of the trans ac tion. So here’s
an op por tu nity for you. “I think I’ll go down and make the clerk happy to day.”
They could say, “Why are you so happy?” “Well, be cause I have Je sus in my
heart,” which can be said in a lot of dif fer ent ways. 

Prac tice it. I love to share my life be cause He gave it to me. He put His
breath in our lungs. He is the words in our mouth. He is the skip in our step.
What would we look like with out Je sus? But with Him? Wow! I look into the
mir ror and think I am not stand ing up straight enough. “Straighten up. Here, is
that better, Lord?” There’s the smile. Yes. 

It is not enough to just pray for pro vi sion. God has an ad ven ture for you.
Maybe the ad ven ture is to min is ter to those who are re ally phys i cally dy ing of
can cer or other things. It is go ing to be an ad ven ture for you. Are you go ing
through re ally tough things in life? They will be LIFE for  you be cause you are
go ing to be giv ing the bless ings of God to the peo ple around you. It is more
blessed to give than re ceive.

Non-op tional Be hav ior . Forgiveness
There are some things in scrip ture we do not have a choice of do ing. This

one is not op tional. You must do this, no choice. We have a choice in a lot of
things but this is not one of them. He says:
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Mat thew 6 12 “For give us our debt (or tres passes) as we for give those
who we have debt (or tres passes) against.”

Which means for give! For give, for give, for give.

14 “For if you for give men their tres passes, your heav enly Fa ther will
also for give you.  15But if you do not for give men their tres passes, nei ther
will your Fa ther for give your tres passes.”

There’s a bit ter ness that en ters you when you har bor unforgiveness, when 
you har bor bit ter ness from a debt where peo ple owe you some thing. Well you
know, I could look back on my life and say a lot of peo ple owe me some thing.
They never gave back what they should have. But the Lord says instead, “I want 
you to  make a list of the peo ple who gave to you more than they should have
given.” In my mind I see Dina and Ray Nielson stand ing over there (breth ren
from past years long since gone to be with the Lord). I can see Joyce Radcliffe. I
can see Dale, etc. I can see a whole host of saints that have en cour aged me be -
yond what they should have. They could have stopped at the first sen tence or
para graph but they just kept go ing. Be cause they wanted to bless. They wanted
to en cour age. They wanted to in struct. They wanted to give what God had given 
them to oth ers, to me. I sure am glad they did. 

Is n’t that some thing we should be do ing?! It is n’t all about Je sus. It is also 
what Je sus can do in and through you (which is about Je sus).  Non-op tional be -
hav ior, for give. Do you think you have to for give once and it goes away? Is that
true? No. Not for me. I for give and it co mes back. Unforgiveness co mes back
into my heart. “Are you kid ding! I hate this guy.” That’s a strong word but it is in 
my heart. The Lord says, “Well, for give him again.” Okay. I went up to give him 
a hug and he turned away like I did n’t even ex ist. That’s tough, like a slap in the
face. There was a time I would n’t have been able to do any thing about that ex -
cept re spond in kind.

But not now. Why? Be cause I have learned to love him. I learned that we
are not al ways go ing to get the em brace. There is go ing to be a debt owed when
you leave. But, it is n’t go ing to stop you when you pray this kind of prayer. It is -
n’t go ing to stop you from lov ing. Your love is the se cret weapon that God has,
not just for that per son but against the work and the schemes of the en emy in
you! And for those who are watch ing you. You don’t think peo ple are watch ing
you? My grand chil dren are watch ing me all the time. 

They are not the only ones. My sis ter is watch ing. You know how I know
that? Be cause she is sub mit ted to a home group. When you are sub mit ted in a
home group there is al most noth ing that’s se cret. Al most noth ing, but you do
know when some body is not do ing well. There is sub mis sion go ing on be cause
you want to be cov ered. You want to be loved. You want the Shep herd to come
and res cue you. I do. I still need that, to have those who love me, the Je sus in
them to res cue me.
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I’m so glad for the songwriters when we sing these songs on Sunday.
They res cue and res cue me ev ery Sunday. The words we are sing ing are awe -
some, so full of life. How can one re main an athe ist when you sing songs like
that? When you hear the words that we are sing ing about grace, about the love of 
God, it goes be yond an athe ist’s ex pec ta tions, way be yond any ex pec ta tion we
might have. Not rep e ti tious. Is God rep e ti tious to you? Think about that for a
min ute. Does He love you the same? He does but it is ex pressed new ev ery
morn ing. Look at His cre ation! There are spe cies within spe cies! There is such
vari a tion. I study spar rows at my bird feeder re al iz ing not one of them is the
same, not just in feath ers but in their per son al ity, how they get along with the
other spar rows. If God can be so cre ative in what He does there, don’t you think
He is go ing to be cre ative on how He expresses His love to you?!

He might res cue your lost di a mond earrings one day, but some thing else
to mor row. I’ve al ready gone through two can cers in my life, both of them ag -
gres sive and thought to be in cur able. God healed me from both of them. Yeah, I
KNOW God loves me. Amen. To those who are dy ing of can cer, my heart
breaks. Be cause I see the evil one’s schemes so well. He does not want to just
bring a dis ease. He wants to de-hu man ize you. There are peo ple who don’t
know him, not just Chris tians. He wants to de-hu man ize them so they don’t
even look hu man any more. They no lon ger re spond like hu man be ings any -
more. The en emy wants to get them to a place where they think Je sus does n’t
love them. That is NOT true. So we reach out and say, “You know what, Je sus
loves you.” 

There was a girl on Facebook last night, she said, “My mom has just died.
She was a de plor able. She was my only hope. She was the only one I had in my
life. I’m sick of my life now. I don’t love this life. I want to com mit sui cide.”
Those were the ex act words. How would you re spond? Any re sponse seems in -
ad e quate. My im me di ate re sponse was, “I’m pray ing for you. There is hope.
There is al ways hope even in the dark est place. There is hope. There is a place
where God can give YOU the spark that you need in this trial!” Im me di ately
hun dreds and thou sands of peo ple re sponded to her since it was on a pub lic
website. It was good that she did that. You know what? Hav ing said that means
she re ally does not want to go through with it.

If you ever read some thing like this (let me give you some in struc tion)
ask them this ques tion, “How do you feel about mur der? How do you feel about
kill ing some one?” That brings them back to their senses since they would never
even con sider kill ing some body else. “Well, you are some body else. You are the
tem ple of the Holy Spirit. God cre ated  you. You are the tem ple of the Holy
Ghost.” You are not go ing to kill that guy. No way. My life be longs to Je sus and
when I go it is up to Him.

Al right. So how should we live in this so ci ety, for giv ing debts and . . .  
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Temp ta tion
Mat thew 6  6 “Lead us not into temp ta tion but de liver us from the evil
one.”

Even an athe ist knows what temp ta tion is. Here is an ex per i ment sci en -
tists have tried. Put a piece of choc o late cake on a ta ble and put a five-year-old
close by. Close the door and be fore you do say, “Don’t touch that cake.” 100
per cent of the time, the cake will be eaten or tasted. You come back in the room
and the child ex plains that he only took a lit tle bit, but he had moved it around so 
you could n’t see it. So we see where the “orig i nal sin” came from, dis obe di ence. 
We know we should n’t do it but the temp ta tion is there. However it is n’t only
about phys i cal temp ta tion. It is n’t just the phys i cal temp ta tion that the Lord is
talk ing about. In this scrip ture it says, “Lead us not into temp ta tion but de liver
us from what? Temp ta tion. No. The evil one.” There is a temp ta tion that co mes
from the devil him self. Je sus was not im mune from the devil com ing to Him
with those temp ta tions. Re mem ber when He went into the wil der ness? I can
imag ine Him pray ing this prayer we are study ing, “Lead Me not into temp ta tion 
but de liver Me from this char ac ter!” 

The temp ta tion that we find in our cir cum stances al ways has a spir i tual
com po nent. It is never just about the nat u ral. It is about what is go ing on in your
spirit, what’s go ing on in side of you. The en emy wants to change you. He wants
to con vert and di vert you into cor rup tion any way he can. It is NOT just temp ta -
tion in the nat u ral. It is Good verses Evil, righ teous ness verses sin. We need and
must have the Holy Spirit to com bat this. If it is spir i tual war fare, the nat u ral in -
cli na tion to say, “I’m not go ing to eat that cake,” is n’t go ing to work. If it is
spir i tual war fare, we need the Holy Spirit to give us wis dom, un der stand ing and
a new tact to be able to con front the en emy ef fec tu ally. That’s what Je sus was
do ing in His an swers to the devil in the wil der ness. He used scrip ture. Why
would n’t He? But it was dif fer ent each time how He con fronted and came back
at the en emy. 

So now when I am tempted I don’t just say, “aagh, just give me strength.”
We will find all the strength we need when the Holy Spirit rises up within us say -
ing, “There is some thing in this we need to look at, the big ger pic ture than just
the choc o late cake on the ta ble.” But you might say,“Aren’t you sev enty, Pe ter?
You are no lon ger a child.” True but there are still sim i lar temp ta tions in my life
That’s why I’ve al ready pre pared my self with this prayer. I’ve pre pared my self.
I’ll give you an ex am ple. There were some very pretty nurses where I used to
work. I was pre pared. They’d come over and give me a big hug . . . a good place
to re spond, but I’d al ready pre pared my self. “Nice day is n’t it!” They’d come
into my of fice. There’s this nice Val en tine’s day card from my wife sit ting on my 
desk. It’s for me, but it is also for those who need to see it. 

Lead me not into temp ta tion but de liver us from the evil one. I rec og nize
that the en emy wants me. He wants my soul. He wants me to do some thing that
he can have against me. Peo ple have come to me say ing, “You did this and you
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did that.” You know what I can say to them? “Well, no I did n’t.” Not be cause
I’m righ teous but be cause the Holy Spirit guided me through some very dan ger -
ous wa ters. 

He Owns Ev ery thing
Lastly, “For Yours is the King dom. . .” God owns the Church. It does n’t

mat ter which one you go to; it all be longs to Him. He owns the earth. There is
only one so that’s it. The en emy wants it. But God has al ready taken it! The Lord 
lives in a space-time con tin uum that Sa tan does n’t have ac cess to. Je sus knows
the end from the be gin ning. He owns the whole uni verse. “For Yours is the
King dom. . .” It is a re-state ment of what we al ready know. A re-hash to give us
that ex tra dose of an im mu ni za tion shot, a vac cine against the schemes of the en -
emy. The King dom be longs to HIM, no one else! No Church gov ern ment be -
longs to the Church. It be longs to Je sus, Him alone. This earth be longs to Him. It 
does n’t be long to the Green party. It does n’t be long to the Re pub li cans or the
Dem o crats. It does n’t be long to the EU. It be longs to Him.

“Yours is the King dom, the power and the glory for ever.” 

Je sus has power to do any thing. Can any one ar gue with that? He can do
ab so lutely any thing He wants. Bob Mumford (a well-known Chris tian teacher)
used to say, “No mat ter what your doc trine may be, give Je sus three per cent to
do any thing He may want.” He can do any thing He wants at any time what so -
ever. How does He hap pen to have the power to do any of the things we are pray -
ing? We don’t have the power within our selves. The only power we have co mes
from God.

He brews 1  3 “That He is the ra di ance of His (the Fa ther’s) glory. . . 

Je sus Christ our King, the one that we love, the one who res cued us, the
one who has saved us, the one who died upon the cross, that One, He is the glory
of God in heaven, all of the stars, all of the gal ax ies, ev ery thing you can think of
that has such beauty, the most beau ti ful thing on earth, that speaks of the glory of 
God in the heav ens above, He, Je sus is the ra di ance of that. Is He a good fac sim -
ile, a good copy, al most, close ? ? NO. He is the EXACT, the ex act rep re sen ta -
tion of the Fa ther’s na ture. That’s why He could say to Philip, “Have you been
so long with Me that you don’t rec og nize Me?” He was speak ing as God the Fa -
ther at that mo ment. Philip had said to Je sus, “Well, just show us the Fa ther.” He 
an swered, “Have you been so long with Me that you don’t rec og nize who I am?” 
He is the ex act rep re sen ta tion of the Fa ther’s na ture. 

3 “ . . . and He up holds all things all things by the word of His power.”

When the sci en tists wanted to find some thing that in flu ences all other
par ti cles, they named it the “God par ti cle.” He up holds all things by the word of
His power. The word is “I AM.” “I ex ist. I have a lov ing na ture this thing that I
am.” God is love not just the char ac ter is tics of love. He IS love. He wants us to
have that God par ti cle this morn ing, to mor row when we wake up and ev ery day.
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When we pray this prayer it is not to be rep e ti tious. It will be one we un der stand
be cause it speaks of who God is, who we are in our so ci ety and who He wants us
to be, and who He is again, the ra di ance of His glory! He up holds all things by
the word of His power. HIS power. Not the power of the courts? Not the power
in the ju di cial sys tems? Not the power in any per son, any in sti tu tion, any thing
else. By Him and He alone. He Him self, Je sus. Je sus. Je sus. 

O Lord Je sus, if there is one word I want to die with on my lips it would be 
“Je sus.” How ever, I am not dy ing. I’m not dy ing I’m just chang ing my ad dress.
I’m go ing to live for ever. This God who res cued us, is go ing to res cue me again.
He is go ing to come back in res ur rec tion. He is al ready go ing to know me. He
says, “I knew you be fore you were born. While you were in your mother’s womb
I had plans for you, not of evil, but of good.” So He is with each of us. 

Take that mes sage out to the world. Em brace it. Let the Holy Spirit per -
me ate you with it. Then af ter you’ve em braced it, give it back to this lost and dy -
ing world. Say, “You know what? You can have a God just like this. Not a god of
this world but the One who is in heaven. His name is Holy.” Amen.

Let’s pray. Lord God, we thank You for who You are, who You have re -
vealed Your self to be this morn ing and in so many cir cum stances in our
lives. Be cause these are not just words that rep re sent cir cum stances.
They are ac tual hap pen ings in each one of our lives to which we can all
give tes ti mony and say amen. Lord, I pray that there would be those that
hear our tes ti mony in this world, maybe for the first time. It won’t be of a
God who just says the rules are dif fer ent. But it will be of a God who loves 
man and co mes to us as if we were in a dream. We are just wak ing up, still 
hav ing that smile on our face. We pray in Je sus’ name. Amen
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